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Acknowledgement of Territory

Sources: Four Directions Aboriginal Student Centre

"To begin, let us 
acknowledge that 
Queen’s is situated on 
traditional 
Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee 
territory. We are 
grateful to be able to 
be live, learn and play 
on these lands."
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“We’re still operating in a world with two 
competing and contradictory narratives: one of 

climate change and our Paris commitments… and 
on the other hand the realities of the Canadian 

energy economy,”  -Michael Cleland, Senior Fellow 
uOttawa
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Significance of Pipelines in Canada
Breaking down the importance of Canadian pipelines

Source: The Canadian Encyclopedia 

Economic Environmental and Political

• More than 840,000 km of pipelines across 

Canada 

• Major component of a Canadian oil and gas 

sector which employees close to 200,000 

Canadians

• Government earns roughly $19 billion annually 

in royalties, fees and taxes each year

• Comprises 8% of Canada’s GDP

• From Alberta to B.C., to Northwest 

Territories, to Texas, to Quebec, Canada’s 

pipelines are crucial to getting oil to market 

• According to Canadian Association of 

Petroleum Producers, 99.999 percent of all the 

oil and gas moved by pipeline in Canada 

arrives at its destination 

• Exporting oil to Canadian coasts can expose 

Canada’s oil to higher global prices and reduce 

dependency on exports to America

• Canada agreed to reduce its carbon emissions 

to 523 mega tonnes per year by 2030, 

equivalent to a 30 per cent reduction below 

2005 levels

• Unlikely to meet this target if pipeline 

capacity rises

• Many pipeline projects have been cancelled 

over the years, due to concerns surrounding 

indigenous territory and oil leakage
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Canadian Oil Pipelines Visualized 
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Canada’s Proposed Pipeline Projects

Sources: CBC
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• October 1953: The line begins shipping 

150,000 barrels of oil per day with four 

pump stations along the 1150km route 

• Jan 14, 1985: Trans Mountain’s largest 

spill occurs with 10,000 barrels released 

at a tank holding facility in Edmonton.  

• 2006-2008: Anchor loop project adds 

160 km of line between Hinton, AB and 

Hargreaves, BC, increasing capacity from 

260K to 300K barrels per day.

• 2012-2013: Kinder Morgan announces 

pipeline expansion, applies to the 

National Energy Board (NEB) and 

begins public consultations.  Extension to 

start shipping oil in 2019

• November 2014: More than 100 people 

arrested after camping out and blocking 

survey crews in Burnaby

Trans Mountain Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• Early 2016: Alberta Premier Rachel Notley 

supports the project while the Federal 
Liberal Government declares that pipelines 
will face stricter assessments 

• May 29, 2016: NEB recommends approval 

of pipeline
• November 29, 2016: Trudeau approves the 

pipeline, along with Enbridge Line 3 and  
denies Northern Gateway

• 2017: BC NDP Premier Horgan forms 

government in coalition with the Greens, aids 
First Nations’ legal challenge of line, City of 
Burnaby blocks permits - NEB bypasses 
permits and allows Kinder Morgan to begin

• March 2018: Burnaby filed injunction at 

Supreme Court to block pipeline
• April 8, 2018: Kinder Morgan stops non-

essential spending on project
• May 29, 2018: Canadian government 

purchases pipeline for $4.5B
• August 30, 2018: Supreme Court overturns 

NEB’s expansion due to faulty process

Trans Mountain Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline



9Sources: CBC, CTV

• August 1, 2013: TransCanada announces 

Energy East, with the promise of jobs, tax 
revenue, and energy security at the height of 
the oil boom  

• 2014: Environmental groups protest Energy 

East due to questions of whether it is 
necessary to supplement the foreign oil 
imports that Eastern Canada receives (86%)

• 2015: TransCanada rejects concerns raised 

about the environmental impacts on whales 
and fishing projects in the Bay of Fundy, as 
well as the traditions of indigenous peoples

• December 17, 2015 to February 3, 
2016: TransCanada amends application with 

700 route changes and estimates the pipeline 
to cost $15.7 Billion Dollars, NEB wants 
TransCanada to amend overly-complicated 
application

• March 2016: Québec government seeks 

injunction against TransCanada while  
Protestors in Québec disrupt Energy East 
hearings (Province suspends these hearings)

Energy East Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• June 2016: TransCanada starts 21 month 

review along 4500km of Energy East route
• August 2016: Consultations are sidelined 

because of corruption allegations with former 
Québec Premier Jean Charest, who was at 
the time, a paid consultant with 
TransCanada.  Three reviewers are sidelined 
in September for improper “private” meetings 
with consultants

• January 27, 2017: New National Energy 

Board panel tasked with reviewing the 
Energy East pipeline throws out all decisions 
made by old panel.  A new hearing process is 
to begin

• August 23, 2017: A new National Energy 

Board panel allows for wider discussion of 
greenhouse gas emissions at upcoming 
Energy East discussions - First time they 
will consider the upstream and downstream 
effects for greenhouse gasses

• October 5, 2017: TransCanada cancels the 

Energy East project  

Energy East Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• March 6, 2002: Enbridge announced 

plans to build a pipeline linking BC’s 
northern coast to the oil sands in Alberta

• April 14, 2005: Enbridge announced 

$2.5B deal with PetroChina for the 
project

• November 1, 2006: Enbridge delays the 

project in favour of lines to U.S. markets
• 2008: New interest in Gateway due to 

demand from producers, with project now 
estimated to cost $4B to ship 525,000 bpd.

• December 4, 2009: Canada’s National 

Energy Board and Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency issued 
the Joint Review Panel Agreement of the 
Northern Gateway pipelines

• 2010: Coastal First Nations Declaration 

bans oil supertankers from the Pacific 
North Coast, and 130 First Nations across 
Canada sign the ”Save the Fraser River 
declaration.” Enbridge submits its 
application to build the Northern 
Gateway

Northern Gateway Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• 2011: In January, the Joint Review Panel 

running the consultations requests for 
Enbridge to provide additional info on the 
design and risk assessment of the pipelines 
due to the geographic location of the 
proposed project

• 2012: 
-Natural Resources Minister Hon. Joe 

Oliver issues an open letter branding anti-
pipeline activists as “radicals” that are being 
funded by “foreign special interest groups.”  

-Federal Government announces changes 
to the Navigable Waters Act, and the rules 
governing environmental rules for major 
projects through the 2012 budget  

-BC Premier Christy Clark says BC will 
not be part of energy policy discussions unless 
AB gives BC a “fair share of revenues”
• 2013: BC and AB reach an agreement on 

pipelines, while 115 anti-pipeline protests 
held across Canada.  The NEB also 
recommends approval of the project

Northern Gateway Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• 2014: The federal government announces 

new pipeline safety legislation on all lines, 
that include a billion Canadian dollars to 
cover the cost of oil spills. Justin Trudeau 
announces that if he is elected PM, 
Northern Gateway will be cancelled

• February 2015: First Nations leaders 

threaten to block all attempts to transport 
oil by rail through BC.  Justin Trudeau is 
elected Prime Minister and issues a mandate 
letter to implement a tanker ban

• 2016: Trudeau cancels Enbridge petition to 

NEB to allow for the extension of sunset 
clauses for Northern Gateway

• 2017-Present: Bill C-69 bans oil tankers 

from BC coast  overhauls the Impact 
Assessment Act, Canadian Energy 
Regulator Act, and the Navigation 
Protection Act. - The Conservatives believe 
legislation is too strict, while the NDP 
contend it is not strict enough  

Northern Gateway Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• April 18, 2012: After an initial rejection by 
the Obama administration to build a 
pipeline leading from Alberta to Texas, 
TransCanada resubmits a request to build 
a pipeline from Alberta to Nebraska 

• February 19, 2014: A Nebraska judge 
rejects the Nebraska government’s 
approval of the pipeline, citing it was 
passed unconstitutionally 

• January 29, 2015: US senate passes a bill 
to build keystone XL

• February 24, 2015: Obama Vetoes the bill
• January 24, 2017: Trump signs a 

memorandum allowing the government to 
renegotiate building the pipelines

• Extends to Steele City, Nebraska, 
Cushing, Oklahoma, and Port Arthur, 
Texas

Keystone XL Overview
Timeline of The Pipeline
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• Alberta and British Colombia’s relationship has deteriorated as a result of the 
pipelines and energy dispute 

• After the BC government adamantly fought against the Trans Mountain 
pipelines, in January 2018 it implemented a temporary ban on the shipment of 
natural gas from Alberta to BC through rail

• The next day, Alberta’s government announced liquor stores within the province 
will no longer stock BC wine, calling for a province wide boycott

• The ban was lifted after BC government announced it would work with the 
courts to see if it is legally allowed to restrict natural gas imports from its 
province

• In April 2018, Alberta announces a bill that gives the government the ability to 
restrict oil, gasoline, and natural gas leaving the province. Plans to use this as 
leverage to threaten energy supplies in BC and drive up utility prices

Relational Impact of Pipelines
Conflict Surrounding Pipelines have Tarnished BC-Albertan Relations 

British Colombia - Alberta
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• Polling by Angus Reid shows the country divided on the issue along provincial 
lines

• Most of the country agrees the inability to build pipelines is a national “crisis” 
except for the provinces of Quebec and BC

• This issue has shown the major divides within Canada and the inefficiencies of 
leading a divided nation

• The inability to export oil to foreign markets has hurt one of Canada’s largest 
sources of economic power - the energy sector

• In the future we need to relook at the powers we give individual provinces, 
including the ability to restrict the flow of goods and resources across provinces

Opinion: Fractured Country
Canada is Divided on the Pipeline issue 
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Where do the Parties Stand?
Diving Deeper into the Role of Pipelines in Politics
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Where do the Parties Stand?
Diving Deeper into the Role of Pipelines in Politics

Difficult to Approve Projects: $100 billion of energy projects cancelled under 
the Trudeau government – Shannon Stubbs 

Introduction of regulation and policy (Bill C-69) intended to create 
“predictability” and “certainty” for companies

Summary: Pushed for Keystone XL and Trans Mountain; Pushed aside Energy 
East; Increased indigenous consultation  

Verdict: “We support whatever will make us most popular in the moment.”

Sources: CTV, Financial Post, Global News
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Where do the Parties Stand?
Diving Deeper into the Role of Pipelines in Politics

Social Negligence: Conservatives have received heavy criticism for pushing oil 
expansion initiatives without considering environmental and indigenous impacts

Conservatives believe in job benefits of pipelines, as well as the preservation of 
Canadian competitiveness in the face of foreign pressure 

Summary: Pushed for Trans Mountain, Northern Gateway, Keystone XL, 
Energy East; Support Notley in Trans Mountain BC expansion

Verdict: “We like black more than green. Trudeau is always wrong.”
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Where do the Parties Stand?
Diving Deeper into the Role of Pipelines in Politics

Social Image: Focused almost purely on indigenous rights and environmental 
ramifications of oil production 

Federal party wishes to end pipeline talks and push renewable energy 
initiatives; Alberta NDPs back Trans Mountain expansion

Summary: Albertan NDP becoming increasingly pro-pipelines, while Federal 
NDP misaligned

Verdict: “Protect the environment at all costs. Unless it costs us Alberta.”
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Where do the Parties Stand?
Diving Deeper into the Role of Pipelines in Politics
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Economic Ramifications
Diving into the Potential Impacts of Pipeline Cancellation

Sources: Scotiabank, The Globe and Mail, Financial Post, Calgary Herald

Impacts on National and Albertan Economies

• Delayed oil pipeline construction is projected to cost 
Canada nearly $16 billion annually, or 
approximately 0.75% of GDP, due to discounted 
crude price

• A temporary shutdown of the Keystone XL pipeline 
in 2017 caused oil storage tanks in Alberta to fill to 
record volumes, creating a spread of USD 30/barrel 
between U.S. and Western Canadian crude 

• Failing to send oil to Canadian coasts threatens 
Canada’s international competitiveness in the sector 

• After years of recession and a faltering credit rating, 
Alberta’s economy will continue to struggle with a 
failed Trans Mountain pipeline project

• Building at least two of three proposed oil pipelines 
now on the books — Trans 
Mountain, TransCanada’s Keystone 
XL and Enbridge’s Line 3 project — is projected to 
boost Alberta’s economy between 1.5 and two per 
cent by 2023

• The three projects would add an extra $10.5 billion 
in royalties to provincial government over five years

Over-Dependence on the US

Canada Oil 

Export Countries

USA Other

U.S. Oil 

Import Countries

Usa Saudi Arabia

Mexico Iraq

Venezuela Colombia

• As the United States continues to champion 
isolationism, it will be crucial to consider 
trade deals with Asian and European nations

• Being able to move oil to Canadian coasts is 
central to making Canadian oil exportable 
and competitive 
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Thank you for listening


