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What This Presentation Does Not Aim to Do

This presentation will not give you an answer to how successful the EU is. This is a very complicated 
question with many nuances and interpretations. This presentation will also not be full of facts and 
statistics. It will be more qualitative and philosophical in nature, since we don’t believe that the question 
can be answered solely with a slew of numbers.

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Goals of the Presentation
A Quick Note

What This Presentation Aims to Do

This presentation aims to take a step back and critically examine the experiment that is the European 
Union (EU). We will provide you with historical context and some information relating to its current 
performance, but the decision is ultimately yours to determine whether or not it has been successful. 

We want you to think critically about what you are listening to so that you can have a better, more 
informed opinion on the topic
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Agenda
What we will be discussing today

1 Introduction

2 A Brief History

3 Our Scorecard

4 How Well Has The EU Done?
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

What is The EU?
More Questions than Answers

“The EU is unlike anything else—it isn’t a government, an association of states, 
or an international organization. Rather, the 28 Member States have relinquished 

part of their sovereignty to EU institutions, with many decisions made at the 
European level. The European Union has delivered more than 60 years of peace, 
stability, and prosperity in Europe, helped raise our citizens’ living standards, 
launched a single European currency (the euro), and is progressively building a 

single Europe-wide free market for goods, services, people, and capital”
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Timeline of Sovereignty in Europe

1990 2006872 1397 1989194619221469 1789

The creation of the today’s countries in Europe has taken many centuries of warfare
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Formation of Current-Day Europe
Impact of WWII

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Timeline of Events

The most devastating conflict in 

world history tore apart the 

continent and led to the loss of 

over 80 million lives, of which 

over 50 million were in Europe 

1939 – 1945

“We must build a kind of United 

States of Europe... The structure 

of the United States of Europe, if 

well and truly built, will be such as 

to make the material strength of a 

single state less important... If at 

first all the States of Europe are 

not willing or able to join the 

Union, we must nevertheless 

proceed to assemble and combine 

those who will and those who can”

1946

Sources: European Parliament, Preceden
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Formation of Current-Day Europe
Some Important Treaties

Timeline of Events

Schuman Declaration

“The pooling of coal and steel 

production... will change the destinies of 

those regions which have long been 

devoted to the manufacture of munitions 

of war, of which they have been the 

most constant victims."

1950

Treaty of Rome

Established the European 

Economic Committee (EEC) to 

create a customs union and a 

common market for goods, services 

and labour

1957

1967
EEC and ECSC merge

Sources: European Parliament, Preceden



9

Formation of Current-Day Europe
Some Important Treaties

Timeline of Events

Schuman Declaration

“The pooling of coal and steel 

production... will change the destinies of 

those regions which have long been 

devoted to the manufacture of munitions 

of war, of which they have been the 

most constant victims."

1950

Treaty of Rome

Established the European 

Economic Committee (EEC) to 

create a customs union and a 

common market for goods, services 

and labour

1957

1967
EEC and ECSC merge

Sources: European Parliament, Preceden



10

Formation of Current-Day Europe
Some Important Treaties

Timeline of Events

Schuman Declaration

“The pooling of coal and steel 

production... will change the destinies of 

those regions which have long been 

devoted to the manufacture of munitions 

of war, of which they have been the 

most constant victims."

1950

Treaty of Rome

Established the European 

Economic Committee (EEC) to 

create a customs union and a 

common market for goods, services 

and labour

1957

1967
EEC and ECSC merge

Sources: European Parliament, Preceden



11

Formation of Current-Day Europe
Some Important Treaties

Timeline of Events

1992

Schengen Agreement

Introduced the gradual 

abolishment of internal borders 

between select European countries, 

thereby establishing the Schengen 

Area

1985

Maastricht Treaty

Established the EU, EU 

Citizenship, and a common 

currency (Euro) through a central 

banking system. It also called for 

common foreign and security 

policy, as well as cooperation on 

virtually everything

2007

Lisbon Treaty

Formalized and smoothened 

political and legal procedures in 

the EU, effectively centralizing 

more power and further unifying 

the countries

Sources: European Parliament, Preceden
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Scorecard
How Are We Judging The EU

Effectiveness of EU Bodies

Broader Accomplishments and Downfalls of the EU

The European Court of Justice (ECJ)1

The European Parliament3

The European Single Market, Central Bank and Euro2

Peace and Security1

Economic Success3

Political Legitimacy2
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European Court of Justice
Riddled with Backlog

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Overview Evaluation

• The European Court of Justice is an 

independent body charged with interpreting 

EU law

• Has final jurisdiction on cases (such as trade, 

competition, trademarks, and agriculture)

• Composed of 28 judges and Advocate 

Generals

• Court of Justice

- Interprets EU law and addresses referrals 
by national courts

- EU institutions vs member states

• General Court

- Has expanded participants (ex: Norway) 

- Companies vs institutions

• ECJ is supposed to function as a democratic 

check that no institution is above

• Has become increasingly more powerful

• ECJ is embroiled in inefficiency 

- Backlog of cases (reforms in place for 2 
judges)

• Under threat of nationalism (Poland)

- ECJ has set precedent that any attack on 
the judiciary of member states is an attack 
on ECJ

Sources: European Court of Justice
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Single Market Threats

• Four freedoms: People, goods, service, 

and capital (no internal quotas or barriers)

• Protection, leveraging power in international 

agreements, standardization and economies of 

scale

• Since 1990, boosted GDP by 1.7%, Increased 

GDP per capita by 1,190 euros, Increased 

consumption by 600 euros, provided 3.6 

million jobs

Eurozone

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

• Single market brought forth the Euro

• All time high 75% approval rating

• ECB showed it was “willing to do whatever it 

takes” during the Euro Crisis

• There are disagreements over Eurozone 

responsibility for policy and national political 

accountability – can be solved with banking 

and capital markets union

• The potential implications of a break up 

would be too costly

• Fragmentation due to populist sentiment

• Lack of continual development (Digital Single 

Market, Energy and Capital Market Union)

• Rising negative externalities (healthcare, 

infrastructure, real estate prices)

• Decreased innovation due to increased 

bureaucracy and lack of independent trade 

relations with other nations
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Foreign
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Payment
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Foreign

exchange
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Snapshot of International Monetary 

System

USD EURO JPY Renminbi

Single Market, Central Bank and Euro
How Has it Stacked Up?

Sources: European Central Bank
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Evaluation

• A bloated political instrument that offers, at time inconsequential value, to the EU 

• EU citizens don’t understand the intricacies of the government and their role within it (65% voter 
turnout -> 42% last election) making it distant and fragmented

• Does not have power over internal market exemptions, trade agreements, competition law, state 
sovereignty, citizenship, funding, and social security and protection

• Expensive

• Led to a state where they continuously give themselves more powers and discretion 

• Various solutions proposed: transnational parties, town hall type debates, and more direct citizen 
power

European Parliament
Is it Making a Difference?

Overview

• European Parliament is the only directly elected body of the EU and is part of three entities 
primarily involved in passing legislature 

• Composed of 751 MEPs, elected in 28 national elections

• Powers: 

• can suggest amendments to constitution (Lisbon Treaty 2007), 

• vote on legislation set by the European Commission, 

• helps elect the president of the EC and ratifies its commissioners

• jurisdiction over approving budget

• Works from Brussels, Strasbourg, and Luxembourg

Sources: EU Parliament 



19

Peace and Security
Has the EU Prevented Conflict on European Soil?

Goals Result: Over 60 Years of Peace

• Prior to the EU, Europe was riddled with 

conflict and bloodshed

• “Promote peace, its values and the well-

being of its citizens”

• The EU is an extension of the ECSC and the 

ECC, which were created to forge 

relationships between powers and mitigate

the chance of conflict

• One of the ways in which it has set out to 

achieve its goal of peace is through strict 

requirements on who can join the EU

‒ Stable institutions guaranteeing 

democracy, rule of law, human right, 

protection of minorities

‒ Functioning market economy

‒ Ability to implement obligations and 

adherence to goals of the EU

• In 2012, the EU was awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize

• The EU has “contributed to the advancement 

of peace and reconciliation, democracy

and human rights in Europe.”

• However, many argue that the Yugoslav

conflict of the 1990s should be considered a 

failure to maintain peace

Sources: Nobel Prize, EU Parliament
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Criticisms of Lack of Democracy On the World Stage

Subtopic

• European Commission is not a directly 

elected body

- Has the most influence in legislation

- Only one with the power to introduce 

policy

• The only one of the three legislative bodies, 

the EU Parliament, holds the least amount of 

power

What Does the EU Mean to You? (March 2018)

Political Legitimacy
How is The EU Viewed Politically?

Sources: EU Commission, Oxford University, Cato Institute 

• The EU tends not to act decisively on the 

world stage

- Notable indecisive position on Iraq and 

Libya

• Foreign policy tends to be driven by the 

individual countries and there is a severe 

lack of cohesion on the world stage

27% 32% 14% 21%
53%

34% 23%
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Economic Growth Single (But Regulated) Market

Subtopic

Euro: Mixed Feelings

Economic Success
What Has the EU Accomplished Economically?

• There is no question that the creation and 

promotion of a common market has 

generated enormous amounts of wealth, as 

members can freely move goods and services 

across borders with no restriction

• However, recent economic reports have 

mentioned that excessive regulation from 

Brussels has hampered growth

The past 30 years, with increased formalization of 

the EU framework and the introduction of a 

common currency, has seen relatively low 

growth rates, especially in the West

• Proponents of the Euro say that widespread 

adoption and historical high approval 

ratings are a sign that the currency has 

succeeded

• Critics mention that every country has 

different needs and levels of economic 

management (Italy and Greece)

‒ Problems begin to arise when economies 

begin to diverge and a unified monetary 

policy will only intensify this

Sources: World Bank, Quartz, BBC
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Concluding Remarks
Questions to Consider

• To what extent would European countries have achieved what they did without 
the framework of the EU?

• Are the institutions of the EU truly beneficial or do they create expensive 
redundancies?

• How should the EU be viewed internationally, such as seats in the UN?

• Is the EU too loose or too tight?

• What needs to be done for the EU to remain competitive with the world?


