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Time for the United States to chart its own course
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What Do These Countries Have in Common? 

Venezuela China Qatar

Saudi Arabia Cuba D.R. Congo
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Why is the General Assembly Ineffective?

• The General Assembly gives world leaders a forum to 
grandstand and to advance their own interests rather 
than collaborating on “[shaping] world politics for a 
better horizon” 

• In 2005, the then Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Kofi Annan criticized the General Assembly for 
only passing resolutions that reflected the lowest common 
denominator

• The General Assembly “lacks the political will to 
challenge any of the major states in the world”, and thus 
has failed to materially impact important issues such as 
nuclear weapons, climate change, and conflict in the 
Middle-East

What is the Role of the General Assembly?
The General Assembly even fails at the tasks it wants to accomplish the most

The Role of the United Nations General Assembly

• The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United 
Nations

• Member states vote on resolutions that covering peace, security, budgetary questions and other issues 
brought forth by sponsoring states

• “Important questions” require a 2/3rd majority to pass, while other issues can be passed with a simple 
majority

Sources: United Nations, Council on Foreign Relations, Al Jazeera
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The Role of the International Court of Justice

• The International Court of Justice (“ICJ”) is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations, tasked 
with settling legal disputes that arise between member states

• Jeane Kirkpatrick, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, described the International Court of 
Justice as "semi-legal, semi-juridical, semi-political body, which nations sometimes accept and 
sometimes don't"

What is the International Court of Justice?
Semi-legal, semi-juridical and semi-political

How Effective is the International Court of Justice?

• According to Joan E. Donoghue, scholarly studies suggest that 3/4ths of the Court’s judgements see 
effective compliance by affected states

• The United States has consistently avoided or ignored the decisions of the ICJ
- Medellín v. Texas (2008) established that international commitments created by international 

treaties do not constitute binding domestic law unless Congress implements legislation to enact the 
international decision 

Sources: United Nations, Jeane Kirkpatrick, 552 U.S. 491



5

U.S. Compliance to ICJ Case Studies
Judgements made by the ICJ do not seem to be binding

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Nicaragua v. United States Vienna Convention on Consular Relations

• The ICJ ruled in 1986 that the United States 
had violated international law by supporting 
a rebellion by the Contras in Nicaragua

• During the process, the United States argued 
that the ICJ did not have the jurisdiction to 
rule on the case

• The ICJ rejected this argument, which led to 
the United States refusing to participate in 
the process from that point onward 

• The ICJ ultimately found the United States 
guilty of violating international law, and 
ordered them to pay reparations

• The United States used its veto power in the 
Security Council to block sanctions 
attempting to enforce this judgement

• Eight years later, Nicaragua withdrew its 
request for compensation

• In 1998, Paraguay instituted proceedings 
against the United States for breaching the 
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations by 
sentencing a Paraguayan national to death 
without the convict being informed of his 
right to assistance by the consular offices of 
Paraguay

• The United States, despite the ICJ’s call for 
postponement, executed the Paraguayan 
national

• After Paraguay expressed its intention to 
pursue a binding decision by the ICJ, the 
United States apologized for the event and 
promised that they would comply with the 
Convention in the future

• Notwithstanding this statement, the United 
States was tried again in 1999 by Germany 
for violations of the same Convention, and 
then again in 2003 by Mexico 

Sources: The Hague Justice Portal
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Purpose of the UNEASC Potential Alternatives 

Subtopic
• At the center of the UN development system, 

we conduct cutting-edge analysis, agree on 
global norms and advocate for progress…

- Africa Development and Sustainability
- UNESCO
- Paris Climate Accord 

The G8 and G20

UN Economic and Social Council
Is there a better alternative? 

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

• To America, the G8 is a platform that forces the world’s largest bureaucracies to focus on important 
global matters and cooperate as a “steering group” for global sustainability, free-market and pro-
democratic values 

• The G20 is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from the world’s 
twenty largest companies. The G20 aims to discuss policy pertaining to the promotion of international 
financial stability. It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any one organization 
and disregards the politicization affecting other International bodies 

• Overall, these groups are the global platforms the US needs to advance their interest in economic 
development and foreign policy 

• The G8 & G20
• The World Economic Forum 
• US Governmental Agencies

- USAID
- African Development Foundation
- DoC International Trade Administration
- Export – Import Bank

“The G20 is the "premier forum for global economic coordination.” – Barack Obama  
Sources: The G20, The United Nations, The World Economic Forum, US Government 
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Two Failed Climate Accords

• The Kyoto Protocol
- “Kyoto is a dangerously flawed agreement - an 

enormously expensive, political document, full 
of loopholes and exceptions, that will divert 
the world's attention from more dangerous 
forms of air pollution, while doing little to 
address the long-term trajectory of climate 
change” - Bjørn Lomborg

- 80% of the world was exempt from the Kyoto 
Protocols while many other countries 
withdrew

Sources: The Heritage Foundation, Copenhagen Consensus Center, Wall Street Journal 

Case Study: 
Is the world any different? 

US Withdrawal's from UNESCO

• In 1984, President Ronald Reagan withdrew from UNESCO citing their anti-Western values, failures 
to uphold free-market language in its education platform, and rampant anti-Israel bias

• In 2011, President Barrack Obama withheld funding from UNESCO citing their deliberate attempt to 
undermine American foreign affairs with acceptance of Palestine as a member state 

• In 2017, President Donald Trump withdrew from UNESCO over their ‘Paris’ Agreement citing 
extreme anti-Israel bias and UNESCO’s decision to remove any wording regarding the historical ties 
of the Jewish people to the Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount complex in Jerusalem

• The Paris Climate Accord
- US carbon emission target was 27% below 

2005 levels by 2025, an amount the WSJ 
deemed to be unattainable 

- Could cost the US up to $2.5 Trillion in 
GDP 

- Set the bar extremely low for nations like 
China and India who would not have had 
to make energy concessions until after 2030

- Was a non-binding treaty (optional 
enforcement)
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The UN Security Council
A body damaged beyond repair 

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

5 Failures of the Security Council Abuse of the Veto 

• Since 2014, heightened tensions between the 
United States and Russia have manifested 
anew in the council, leading to concerns that 
the body may be less able to defuse crises. 

- July 2015, Russia vetoes a resolution to 
create an International Tribunal to 
prosecute pro-Russian separatists for 
shooting down a civilian airliner 

- 2014 - 2016, Russia vetoed 8 resolutions 
brought against the Assad regime in Syria 
for accused Human Rights abuses 
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Use of Veto’s Since 2007

• The Rwanda Genocide (1994)
- UN authorized a peacekeeping mission but 

did not permit its forces to engage in combat. 
Over 1,000,000 perished. 

• Darfur (2003)
- Gov’t backed rebels carried out attacks on 

villages using artillery and helicopter. The 
UN condemned these attacks but didn’t 
intervene until 2006. 

• Sri Lanka (2009)
- Gov’t use of extreme force in heavily 

populated civilian “safe zone’s” resulted in 
more than 7,000 civilians killed.  

• Syria (2012 – 2016)
- The Assad regime used chemical weapons on 

its own people, including children. Any 
ceasefire or deal has been vetoed by Russia. 

• Myanmar (2017)
- UN acknowledges and condemns the reported 

ethnic cleansing of Rohingya’s in Burma. 
More than 500,000 have been displaced. 

Sources: The Telegraph, The United Nations 
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The UN Security Council
Peacekeeping and the United States 

Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

Peacekeeping: Past & Present NATO – The Effective Alternative 

• What is NATO? 
- NATO is committed to the peaceful 

resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts 
fail, it has the military power to undertake 
crisis-management operations.

• Crimea, Peacekeeping and Sanctions 
- Due to Russia’s veto power at the UN 

security council, the only way to 
implement sanctions and protect the 
sovereignty of Ukraine was through the 
NATO alliance.

- NATO maintains current operations in 
Afghanistan, Kosovo, Ukraine, and the 
African Union 

- NATO countries have banded together to 
impose economic sanctions on countries like 
Russia and Turkey

• Peacekeeping is a mixed bag 
- Sierra Leone  & Burundi are success stories
- Somalia, Rwanda, Srebrenica are not 
- Alleged sex abuse scandal of UN peacekeepers 

in Africa, alleged pedophile ring in DRC  
- Responsible for the cholera outbreak and 

subsequent coverup in Haiti resulting in over 
10,000 deaths 

• US involvement in peacekeeping has been solely 
funding based since the “Blackhawk Down” 
incident in 1993

• 16 Current Operations 
- Current US administration is challenging the 

effectiveness of these operations in the current 
political climate

- US contributes $2.2Bn of the $7Bn budget 
but does not contribute soldiers. 

Sources: The United Nations, NATO
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

“The ISIS coalition lives very much outside the U.N. That’s an 
example, terrorism, where having a NATO foundation and, 

adding countries from outside NATO, is the right direction for 
diplomacy.”

- Ambassador Samantha Power
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

“You don’t have to go to the U.N to get something done. The 
best multilateral diplomacy starts with a small circle and then 

just adds—sort of tacks countries on.”
- Ambassador Samantha Power
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Sources: BBC, The Economist, United Nations

“There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, 
but there must never be a time when we fail to protest.”

– Elie Wiesel 
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UNHCR 1,500,000,000
WFP 2,000,000,000
UN Budget 700,000,000
WHO 400,000
DPKO 2,400,000,000
International Organization for Migration 500,000,000
UNRWA 400,000,000
UNICEF 700,000,000

UN Office on Drugs and Crime 78,734,758
UN Projects 22,200,000

International Atomic Energy Agency 197,200,000
Food and Agriculture 200,000,000

Pan American Health Organization 81,300,000
International Telecomm 9,000,000

Gender Equality, Women Empowerment 15,000,000
Intellectual Property 1,200,000
HIV / AIDS 67,500,000
Human Settlements 55,000,000
International Labour Org. 116,100,000
UN Population Fund 62,200,000
UN Environment Program 57,000,000
UNDP 307,800,000
International Aviation 18,800,000
Meteorological Org. 17,000,000
WTO 21,438,000
Other 500,000,000
Total 10,027,872,758
*	2017	budget	was	above	$10Bn,	 numbers	above	are	approximate	 and	rounded


